
 

Tree Officer Report to October 2014 meeting 
 

Before the September meeting the Clerk sent me the scanned tree surgeons’ estimates for work 

needing doing.  I do not know what they were asked to quote for but would like to point out 

that it is very difficult to compare the work proposed, the tree identifications vary, the tags 

have not always been used, the ordering varies, only some give priorities and the work 

descriptions are varied. 
 

Three contractors have submitted quotes for work at various parts of the village 

The Assistant clerk provided a table of the total costs for the different areas from each tree 

surgeon but without comparing the detail of the proposed work this does not help. 
 

 Acacia Tree Surgery 

Ltd 

Anglia Tree 

Contractors 

Eastern Landscape 

Services Ltd 

Recreation Ground 1725.00 1500.00 2000.00 

Cemetery 655.00 600.00 1660.00 

Village Green 360.00 1650.00 1425.00 

The Gault 10.00 825.00 520.00 

Old fish pond site   380.00 

Total Costs 2750.00 4575.00 5985.00 

 

I have spent some time trying to provide lists of work and costs that allow a direct comparison 

between contractors although one has not itemised the cost of the work per tree just per area.   I 

am not sure we can proceed at this stage (several months later) without asking for revisions and 

the detailed breakdown.  In the meantime Acacia have done a PICUS test on the London Plane 

and recommend its felling and removal.  The Council pollarded the planes in 1990s because of 

worries of residents that their height might pose a danger in bad weather.  In fact the pollarding 

has clearly now led to significant infection and decay.  Only one tree was tested but since both 

were pollarded at the same time it is likely that the other may develop similar problems (if not 

now then in the near future).  Based on Acacia’s report this work needs to proceed and I 

recommend we send the report to the tree officer at SCDC and ask for permission to 

proceed immediately rather than wait for the tree works application, and we need a cost 

for this work. 
 

August report from Acacia says: There is major decay within a cavity at 4.5ms and the PiCUS test was taken at 
this point.  The decay is advanced with only 36% sound wood left in this area, indicative by the blue and pink 
shading on the attached tomorgram and the yellow line is internal cracking.  Within the cavity we also found 
fungal brackets of ‘ganoderma applanatum’, a white rot which causes the softening of the wood eventually 
leading to brittle fracture of the effected section.  In this case, it would be the main fork area which supports the 
whole crown. 
There is further evidence of major decay in the main stem which overhangs the road ~ epicormic stress growths 
and bacterial exudation causing external staining. 
Recommendations 
Unfortunately due to the amount of decay present and its position within a high target area, the structural 
integrity of this tree is severely compromised and we have to recommend that this tree is removed within 3 
months.   We would not advise on the root being removed as there is a high probability of the rooting systems of 
the two trees now being entwined; perhaps a seat could be cut from the old stump to avoid a trip hazard being 
left. 
 

I believe we need a schedule of work to be done and to ask all contractors to quote for this. 

Additionally we need to retag where necessary (potentially all of the trees) and tag any new trees 

or where tags have been lost and thereby create a full tree audit and accurate identification list. 


